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'30's relived in student production 
You may remember the book 11Ten Lost Years11 
by Barry Broadfoot. Well, it has also been 
turned into a theatre production and it is 
being put on by our Theatre students this 
week at Presentation House. The students, 
and the local professional band 11 Mosquito 
Creek11 will be comb i ning dramatic sequen-
ces with a menagerie of monologues taken 
directly from true situations based on the 
memories of people who survived the Great 
Depression. 11Ten Lost Years 1 1 was original-
ly staged by 11Toronto Workshop Product ions11 
who toured ~oth Canada and Europe with the 
show. The production will be staged March 
30, 31 and April 1, 2 and 3 at 8 pm . Tick-
ets are $4 in advance or $5 at the door ; A 
special group rate is also ava i lable. For 
reservations call Presentation House at 
986-1351 and for t i cket information con-
tact the Theatre department or the Human-
i ti es Di vi s ion. 
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BTSD Exchanges with NWT 
For fifteen students from Cap the early 
March weather in Fort Smith, Northwest 
Territories, was a shocking change from 
our rain (or even our sunshine). Those 
Adult Basic Education students and two 
instructors took part in an exchange with 
Thebacha College in Fort Smith sponsored 
by the Secretary of State 1 s Open House 
Program. In what they described as 11brisk 11 
-35 degree weather, the students arrived 
on March 8th and began a busy schedule. 
First there were welcomes by the staff and 
students of Thebacha and the Mayor of Fort 
Smith and a tour of the town, then activi-
ties such as outdoor picnics, dog sled 
rides, ice fishing and the entertainment 
of Fort Smith 1 s Winter Festival, the Wood 
Buffalo Frolics. The Cap students returned 
March 15 and as well as thawing out, the y 
are awaiting a return visit by the Theba-
cha College students from April 15-23. 
Keith Wade· - DON'T MISS HIS LECTURE!! 
Last June, Dr. Keith Wade of the Biology 
department travelled to China as a member 
of the First Canadian Botanical Delegation 
to China under the joint auspices of the 
UBC Botanical Garden and the Canadian Dept 
of Agriculture. The ir joint objectives 
we re to vi s it a numbe r of univers i t ies and 
botanical and forestry institutions and to 
spend some time exploring t he Chinese veg-
e t ation, one of the richest in the world. 
For · this latter purpose the y cl l mbed 
10,400 1 Mt. Omei, a magnificent fore s ted 
peak on t he wes t ern e dge of th e Gre a t Re d 
Bas in in Szech uan Province . Li te ra lly hun -
"'-
dreds of plants grown in Western Gardens 
came originall y f rom see d coll e cted from 
this famous mountain in the early part of 
this century. The delegation spent a month 
in China as guests of the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, during which time they visited 
Beijing, Chengdu and Mt. Ome i in Sze chuan 
Province, Kunmin g in Yunnan Province, and 
Cant on. On Tuesday, March 30 a t 4 pm Keith 
Wade will ;:,resent an illustrated lecture 
of this trip at a Biology department Sem-
inar in the Al I College Lounge. Mt. Omei 
and its incre dibly rich and vari e d vege -
tation will be hi ghli ghte d , but the ot he r 
a reas vi s i ted will a l so be s hown, a long 
wi t h t he imp ress ion s , bo t ani ca l and othe r -




What can we do about nuclear war? 
A DAY FOR SURVIVAL is April 10 at the Col-
lege from 10 am to 4 pm. Sponsored by the 
North Shore Coal it ion for Disarmament and 
the Student Union, the day will include 
speakers, a film and a panel. The speakers 
appearing will be Dr. Michael Wallace, UBC 
on "Canada's role in the arms race", Dr. 
Jessie Chiang, Seattle Pacific University 
on "Can we trust the Russians?", Ed Lavalle 
from Capilano on "The causes of war", Emil 
Bjarnson, Trade Union Research Bureau on 
"Economic consequences of the arms race", 
and Dr. Dorothy Gorensky and Physicians 
for Social Responsibility on "Medical Con-
sequences of nuclear war." The film will 
be "If you love this planet" with Dr. 
Helen Caldicott, and the panel on "What 
Can we Do? will feature Carmella Allevato, 
B.C. Peace Council, Joseph Roberts, Cana-
dian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility, 
and Ernie Cr i st, North Van. Alderperson. 
As well there will be lunch, music and 
daycare happening. Tickets are $2, $1 for 
students, seniors and the unemployed. 
LAC BULLETIN 
Here's a notice from the Learning Assis-
tance Centre: The College has set aside 
several days for an assessment of basic 
skills and learning abilities and for 
determination of readiness for participa-
tion in college programs. For more infor-
mation or registration, contact the North 
Shore Educational Assessment Centre at 
1 oca l 356. 
Tennis Lessons, anyone? 
If you would describe yourself as an In-
termediate or Advanced tennis player and 
you are interested in taking some tennis 
lessons to upgrade your skills, here is a 
chance. Joe Iacobellis from the Fitness 
Centre will be giving lessons this summer 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays startingJApri l 
13. The six one hour sessions will cost $7 
and registration is limited to 12. For 
information on registration contact Com-
munity Education at local 321. 
Two Workshops Left 
There are two more LAC free workshops com-
ing up and those students who are worried 
about squeaking through their exams and 
essays should consider taking Study Skills 
all day Friday, April 2, or Thinkirig with 
Clarity on March 30. To register call Lynn 
at 986-1911, local 356. 
More Frivolousness ... 
And this is an anonymous suggestion which 
appeared in our mail box: 
THE CHAIR 
A lot of attention has been paid to the 
"Chair" in our society, as in: Mr. Chair-
man, Madame Chairma~ the non-sexist Chair-
person, the Chair will speak, the Chair 
will decide, and so forth. It occurred to 
me that persons applying for Director po-
sitions at the college might describe them-
selves as "Chai rs". 
For example, someone who is looking for 
power might be an Electric Chair, and some-
one looking for prestige would be a Throne 
Chair. The person who is laid-back and 
willing to "go with the flow" could be an 
Easy Chair, whereas someone who is narrow 
minded and up-tight could be described as 
a Straight Backed Chai-r. Then there is the 
person who always agrees with the last 
statement they heard-Swivel Chair; and the 
people who can't make up their minds, or 
tend to waffle, might be the Rocking 
Chairs. The juvenile approach--High Chair. 
There are always the applicants who would 
rather not be working -- Lawn Chairs and 
Deck Chairs (they'd ra~her be sailing). 
The people who wonder about the sanity in 
applying for these positions at all might 
be Basket Chairs or Bentwood Chairs; or 
maybe that describes the people who don't 
wonder. Some other chairs come to mind: 
Tub Chairs, Antique Chairs and Bar Stools-
all self-descriptive. 
The possibilities seem endless but I can't 
think of a chair to describe the ideal 
candidate. However, I think that the suc-
cessful candidate might be called upon to 
be a Folding Chair or a Collapsible Chair. 
Coming up in the Cafe 
Instead of staying in suspense about what 
the cafeteria will be offering each day, 
here is a way to plan your week. If you 
love the special, have it, if you hate it, 
you can pack a lunch in advance. 
Monday, March 29 
Soup: Cream of Tomato 
#1 - Roast Pork, applesauce 
#2 - Chili Con Carne 
#3 - Nutrition Special 
Tuesday, March 30 
Soup: Chicken Rice 
#1 - Vea 1 Cut 1 et, Spanish sauce 
#2 - Turkey pot pie 
#3 - Nutrition special 
Wednesday, March 31 
Soup: Beef Vegetable 
#1 - Beef Stroganoff, buttered noodles 
#2 - Cabbage rolls 
#3 - Hot Pork Sandwich 
Thursday, Apri 1 
Soup: Lent i 1 
#1 - Ham Steak, Pineapple ring 
#2 - Shrimp & Mushroom Quiche 
#3 - Grilled Ruben Sandwich 
Fri day , Apr i 1 2 
Soup: Country Style Vegetable 
#1 - Meat Loaf , Mushroom sauce 
#2 - English Style Fish & Chips 
NUTRITION SPECIALS 
Monday, March 29 BREAKFAST 
4 oz Juice 
Freshly baked health muffin 
1 oz of cheese 
Coffee/Tea/Mi 1 k 
Calories: 265 
Cup of Tomato Soup 
Na tural Sprout & Vegetabl e 
Fresh fru i t 
Coffee/Tea/Mi 1 k 
Ca 1 or i es: 640 
Tuesday, March 30 
Poached egg on English 
Fruit sections 
Coffee/Tea/Mi 1 k 
Calories: 365 
Price: $1 • 40 
LUNCH 
Sandwich 
Pr i ce : $2 . 30 
BREAKFAST 
muffin 
Price: $1 . 40 
LUNCH 
Grilled Ham & Cheese Sandwich 
with dill pickle 
Cole Slaw Banana 
Coffee/Tea/Mi 1 k 
Price: $2. 30 
Grads Get Jobs 
Graduation can be pretty traumatic for 
students in Career programs because it 
means that it's time to start the ·big Job 
Hunt. For 65% of the graduating Music The r-
apy students, however, it won't be quite 
so bad. They already have full-time jobs 
lined up for them the moment they finish 
the program. Congratulations folks. 
REMINDERS 
Wednesday, March 31 at 7 pm in room NC 106 
is the lecture by Professor Alejandro 
Camino on The Native Tribal Society and 
the Penetration of Capitalism in the Ama-
zonian Area. 
The reading by Marcel Dube orginally sched-
uled for March 31 was cancelled. 
Classified 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN SUBLETTING? from May 
to or through August??? Capilano College 
Faculty member needs accommodat ions for 
herself and her 17 year old son for the 
summer. Small elderly cocker/pekinese dog 
a l so--housetrained and rarely barks (s he ' s 
almost deaf). Sublet from May 1 (or May 15) 
to August 1 or August 15 or Aug. 31. If 
you would be interested in subletting ypur 
apartment or townhouse, please contact" me 
at the college, in the Humaniti es Divi s ion 
986-1911 local 218 or 281 any weekday (in -
cluding Friday) between 9 and 4. Frances 
Burstein. 
·h·P.r.ovince . Cojjet Break 
A DMIT it: You have - at least once - signed a con-tract which you did not 
fully understand. 
How could you understand it? 
Most contracts for mortgages, con- . 
sumer loans, and even safety 
deposit boxes a re so full of la W-
yers' gobbledegook that decipher-
ing them would take several hours. 
They are so full of "whereas", 
"subject to subsections" and 
"without limiting the generality of 
· the foregoing" that you cast your 
eye over the fine print, pretend you 
really understand and then sign 
your name, simply on tru,st. 
· But why should consumers be 
'put to this disadvantage? 
Many states in the U.S.,. includ-
ing New York.State, have a "plain 
English" law which requires that 
every written agreement involving 
consumers use words with com-
mon and every.day meanings. 
There is no such law in B.C. 
provisions are rarely invoked and 
can be dropped without adverse ef-
fect on either party. 
In some cases, the courts or stat~ 
utes will supply answers to contin-
gencies not covered in contract 
language understandable to the 
general public. · 
McKeown has a different ap-
proach than a lawyer: 
"I say, 'if in doubt, cut it out.' 
The lawyer says, 'if in doubt, leave 
it in.' That means things are added 
but never taken away." 
He holds workshops for compa-
nies and government departments. 
And he has re-written the Persona-
line Loan contract of Vancouver 
City Savings Credit Union, making 
it not only shorter and more read-
able but in larger type and clearly 
laid out. 
He hopes more credit unions, 
banks, mortgage companies and 
other businesses will follow. 
"I believe in the power of the 
Consequently, even the B.C. Con-
sumer Protection Act - which 
should be a model of clear, read-
able prose - is an exercise in men-
tal stamina. 
Tom McKeown, an ~nglish 
teacher at Capilano College, thinks 
there should be a Plain English 
LawinB.C. 
He has started a company that 
will re-write contracts for business 
and government departments. 
McKeown's company, Clear 
Communication Consultants Ltd., 
offers the service of turning "com-
plicated legal mumbo jumbo into 
English, thereby allowing people to 
understand what they sign their 
name to." 
And he says it's possible to sim-
plify and still have all the legal 
bases covered. 
''It's a matter of breaking down 
that psychological barrier· which 
says that things must sound porn-
. pous and impossible to understand 
• I 
written word and I believe consum-
ers should have that power. That 
power should not be held only by 
special classes, such as lawyers." 
· So next time you are asked to 
sign a mortgage agreement, bill of 
sale, lease or other contract that 
you cannot understand, tell the 
company. ·· 
Words are meant for communi-
cating, not mystifying. 
* * * And while on the subject :of 
mystifying ... Why hasn't the B.C. 
government advertised the new 
B.C. Personal Income Tax Credit, 
available to those with little or no 
taxable income? 
You must apply for this and any 
other credits such as the Renters 
Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit by 
filing a return. You will not get 
them automatically. 
The new B.C. Personal Income 
Tax Credit could pay you from $95 
to almost $250. ' 
Kathy 
Tait 
in order to be legally enforceable. 
"This is totally wrong. 
"In fact, in New York, there has 
been a reversal in the number of 
people trying to evade contracts 
since the contracts have been turn-
ed into plain talk.'' 
McKeown said that he first goes 
through an existing contract and 
decides "what the gobbledegook 
actually says." Then he asks the 
client to decide which terms may 
be weeded out. 
Many complicated contract 
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